172.   INTERVIEW TO "THE BOMBAT CHRONICLE"
BARDOLI,
February 15, 1922
QUESTION: Have you resolved on any definite programme of activity on
your own part in the immediate or near future?
ANSWER: If your question refers to my pesonal programme,
for the time being I propose to remain in Bardoli and watch the
effect upon all the people of the constructive programme placed
before them by the Working Committee, which, I am hoping, will
be accepted by the All-India Congress Committee. There is enough
work and enough variety for every real worker, but you will notice
that it resolves itself into two things: spread of non-violence and
spread of khaddar. The one is to mark a definite inward change
and the other to mark a definite outward advance, India cannot
hold her own against the world without non-violence, and she
cannot become economically free without the universal adoption
of the spinning-wheel.
Do you mean to go on any tour of India in the near future?
So far as I can see, not in the immediate future except that I
shall have to go to Delhi to attend the All-India Congress Com-
mittee meeting.
People say that you will be compelled by circumstances to abandon all
political activities and devote the rest of your life to tackling social problems
like untouchability, intemperance and so on. Is there any such likelihood?
Not so far as I can see the present temper of the nation. In
spite of the aberrations which I have noted India's has become
solidly non-violent. I think, both the classes and the masses, and
so long as Congressmen continue to endorse the programme laid
down and not reject the gospels of non-violence and the spinning-
wheel, I am not likely to abandon my present vocation. For me
there is no distinction between politics and religion. Politics are a
sham without a religious backing; and if I am today immersed in
the political life of the country it is because politics, i.e., the
political conditions of the country are the predominant part of the
national life. No advance is possible without touching the political
life at one point or another.
la view of the danger of violence would it not be better to give up all
idea of mass civil disobedience and concentrate on items of less risk such as